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This may be the start of one of the more morbid posts on the Prepper Journal to date but as the title implies, you already know we are talking about death. Death is unavoidable and even though we seem to fight so hard to avoid it for as long as possible, death is natural. It happens to the best of us and it happens to the worst of us. Everyone dies sooner or later and in our culture, when that happens, we are comfortable with the traditional funeral service and ground burial for our dead. I was thinking about this the other day and how coffins or caskets might need to be built by regular people because you may not have a mortuary to go to or thousands of dollars for a shiny stainless steel casket. I believe it was a book I was reading where one of the character’s had a wife and son that were killed. In the book he went out to the shed to build a coffin for each of them. I could imagine the scene and put myself in his place as he struggled to design and build something suitable and appropriate for his family. His love for them was slowly transferred into the final act of burial and in building their bodies’ last home on earth.
Not that I want to ever be someone who has to bury my family, but this book set me to thinking about how burial could become much more personal than it is now should we have some form of collapse. Think about a horrific future where most if not all conveniences are unavailable to us anymore. You might at first think about TV or the internet, maybe those $4 coffee drinks you get or non-stop movies on your satellite system. The usual things we mention are gas shortages, loss of electricity or grocery stores that have been emptied of food. All of that could still happen, but have you thought about how you would care for people, maybe even in your own family that passes away in a life like that?
Getting Personal with Death
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DIY Coffin Plans from diycoffin.com
I say getting personal because in most of Western Society, we don’t even take care of our elderly or sick anymore. As relatives grow old and begin to need assistance just to get around, we spend even less time with them and put them in a place separate and away from us. Oh, we might sit by their bedside or visit frequently, but largely we have removed ourselves mostly for convenience I think. 
When our parents become too old or infirm they are sent to an assisted living facility where as long as the money holds out they will live until they die. Many of us simply pay the bills and of course show and genuinely feel compassion and concern on the surface but leave the real duty and responsibility to someone else. We simply don’t have the time in our lives to take care of anyone who needs this much care and attention.
When loved ones pass even if they are young and healthy we take them to a funeral home for care. In this place we select a casket and set the agenda for any service to mark their passing. We choose the songs that will plan, newspapers get the obituary and we show up again when it’s time to lay them in the ground or a mausoleum or collect their ashes. Most of us don’t get more involved than this and I wonder if our convenience, in some states this is the law, hasn’t cheapened our view of death and diminished its importance somewhat.
Just the “simple” act of building a coffin, digging a hole the appropriate size, placing your loved one or the person you are burying into what you just created, giving your last respects, lowering the coffin down and filling the hole again takes hours. The process is real because your own labor and sweat goes into this ceremony. Your muscles are part of the remembrance and the resting spot takes on more importance I would think than a section of hundreds of acres of other tombstones. In this type of world where you are that involved in the ritual of someone’s passing, how could it not be personal? Maybe more importantly, shouldn’t it be that personal?
All these thoughts went through my head and I realized that if needed, I wouldn’t even begin to know how to build a coffin. Would I even have the right amounts of lumber you would need to construct the box? I am sure I could scratch out some plans on a piece of paper and figure out something suitable, but I started looking around the internet. What I found was exactly what I needed or what anyone with the proper hand tools after a collapse and some basic carpentry skills would need to build a coffin themselves.
Coffin building Plans
The plans for how to build a coffin can be found appropriately enough on www.diycoffin.com. If that doesn’t show you once and for all they have a site for everything I don’t know what will. This site also has a downloadable PDF of the actual plans complete with a parts list. Taking the two together you would have all the information you need to build a coffin. You would have to do the work yourself. If that isn’t enough I also ran across this video on YouTube below that shows someone making a wooden coffin which could help you with some of the visuals. If nothing else, I would download the coffin plan PDF and save that for future reference if you ever feel like it may be valuable.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yIfBOxclhRg&feature=player_embedded
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