Why You Need Glow Sticks In Your Emergency Kit





Glow sticks or light sticks are a great source of temporary light. They work by a chemical process called chemiluminescense. They typically mix hydrogen peroxide (plus a die for color) with a glass vial filled with phenyl oxalate ester. Break the glass, shake it and you get light for several hours.

Most of us are familiar with light sticks as things that children and teens wear at fairs and festivals but they are much more than that. They are used in industrial, underwater and military applications and in any situation where long storage life is important.

Why are they such an attractive source of light?

Light sticks are waterproof and don’t require electricity to work. They can be used underwater and in environments where explosives are present and you can’t risk a spark being generated by a light switch. They are great for keeping track of other members of your party during a night hike as well as marking a trail during the night.

Their only drawback is that they are only generate a low level of light and the amount of light generated is regulated by the temperature. The colder the temperature, the less light they generate.

But for an emergency situation, they are really worth including in your bug out bag, your car or any other place you could find yourself suddenly without light.

The brand I personally use is the the Cyalume SnapLight. Here are the details about this high quality light stick.

The Cyalume SnapLight is a green industrial grade light stick measuring 6″ long, providing instant 360 degree illumination. The light can be seen up to a mile away and can glow for up to 12 hours in optimal conditions.

The SnapLight is waterproof, non-toxic, and non-flammable. To activate the light stick, bend, snap and shake the tube.

The light stick has a hook and gate top, for hanging or attaching the light. Each light stick is individually foil-wrapped for protection from light and moisture, and has up to a five-year shelf life from date of manufacture.

The durable, waterproof, external body of the light stick is made from low density polyethylene (LDPE), and is phthalate free for safety. The internal illuminating substance is non-toxic and non-flammable, and the components of the light stick are recyclable.

The light stick floats in water and works best between 40 to 80 degrees F (4 to 27 degrees C), and although the light stick works at higher or lower temperatures, it is less effective in colder temperatures.

Check out the Cyalume LightStick today. It is an inexpensive and intelligent addition to any prepper’s supplies.
