When Disaster Strikes
by Kevin Wixson
For the most part we here at Survivalist strive to share vital information regarding what actions to take if, or when disaster strikes. We focus on natural disasters and how to ensure your survival. We discuss methods and techniques that will come in handy for manmade and natural disasters, but are there disasters that we cannot prepare for? The train derailment that occurred in Spain yesterday is an example of a disaster for which there really are no proper preparations to take. When disaster strikes in such a fashion it is impossible for us to take any steps to ensure our own survival. A high speed train derailment is a scary and deadly situation as we will soon see. It happens in the blink of an eye and is usually over before we have the opportunity to do anything except take cover and hope for the best. In these situations it isn’t what we do when disaster strikes that matters; it’s what we do after, if we are even able, that will help others involved in the situation.
 “A Spanish train that hurtled off the rails and smashed into a security wall as it rounded a bend was going so fast that carriages tumbled off the tracks like dominos, killing 80 people, according to eyewitness accounts and video footage obtained Thursday.”
When disaster strikes it is not always going to come with a forewarning, or the opportunity to get away or out of the affected area. In situations like this, those that survive to see the other end, will need assistance. Survivalists should train themselves to be calm under these circumstances, as difficult as they may sound. There will be plenty of chaos, confusion, panic, fear and casualties to deal with. Those that remain calm and collected will be better able to handle themselves and get out of the disaster area and on to safety.
 “Spain’s government said two probes have been launched into the cause of Wednesday night’s crash near this Christian festival city in northwest Spain. The Interior Ministry raised the death toll to 80 in what was Spain’s deadliest train wreck in four decades, while 95 remained hospitalized, 36 in critical condition, among them four children.”
Death tolls are common when disaster strikes, especially when they happen in the blink of an eye. While it is often a noble idea to remain at the scene and assist others, survivalists need to keep in mind that additional problems may occur which could compromise their own safety and survival. It is often best to seek safety away from the disaster area before offering to assist in recovering others. If, or when disaster strikes in this fashion, personal safety and security should come first and foremost.
 “Eyewitness accounts backed by security-camera footage of the moment of disaster suggested that the eight-carriage train was going too fast as it tried to turn left underneath a road bridge. The train company Renfe said 218 passengers and five crew members were on board.”
Investigations always follow when disaster strikes and often lead to discovering what went wrong. Eyewitness accounts are often offered by those suffering the misfortune of being involved in the actual accident. If you are a survivalist that has survived such an incident, then being able to offer your own eyewitness account of the events that took place will serve to help investigators determine what was at fault and assist them in finding ways to rectify the problem and prevent it from happening again.

