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The other day I was sitting there in our root cellar, going over the inventory list. The radio was playing that great Garth Brooks song “If Tomorrow Never Comes” when I was suddenly disturbed by an errant thought: What if it really doesn’t come? What if all this time, effort and expense is for naught? Having read MD’s posting “What if the collapse never comes?” I was sure that my sudden insecurity was due to nothing more than a subconscious thought process, bouncing around in my head, melding the song and the article together.
Whatever the cause, I was now seriously contemplating this matter and I felt a seed of uncertainty growing. Was I spinning my wheels, and depleting our funds in preparation for a scenario that wouldn’t come to fruition? Nah! Crazy thought! I reassured myself that things couldn’t keep going downhill much longer before it all HTF. Some kind of collapse is inevitable! Unless we took a nasty direct hit, my family would be ready and able to survive the worst.
After a bit I had reconfirmed my commitment to my prepping lifestyle. It was never really in jeopardy, but once in a while a little reevaluation is a good thing. Anyway, since becoming a full time Prepper it seems as though I have developed new way of looking at all things. Everything I read, hear, and see is passed through a “How does/will this affect my Prepping?” filter. This has become an autonomous function of my mind ……… happens without any conscious prompting. I’ve noticed that the filtering process has gotten faster as the years and months have passed by. As I’ve matured in prepping my filter has grown more efficient. Bet you’ve got a filter like this too.
My filter has recently been working overtime as it tries to process all of the disturbing news coming from all angles: The Market is at an all-time high ……. but it’s a fake high because of the Fed printing money, unemployment remains high and I believe it’s higher than is being reported, the economy is in negative territory, the national debt just keeps growing, Afghanistan, Syria, Iraq (again), ISIS, Bergdahl and all that crap, China buying all the gold, India sucking up the worldwide silver production, Talk about changing the worlds currency away from the dollar, inflation (the real numbers not the BS put out by the Gov.), Homeland Security and the FEMA Camps, our nation’s borders and illegal immigration, the cost of fuel, the Keystone pipeline, the IRS, Obamacare, Obama, politics, gun control, on and on and on! The Scandal/War/Unrest conveyor belt just keeps on spittin’em out ………….. where will it all end? Trying to make sense of it all and not becoming paranoid in the extreme is a difficult task and not for the faint of heart! How can anyone still breathing not be concerned about the future?
So, what’s to be done to maintain some semblance of sanity while preparing for the worst? How do I stay grounded in reality while remaining focused on the very real possibility of a cataclysmic event occurring in the near future? Is a Prepper an optimist or a pessimist? I think I Preppers are both: We believe bad times are coming (pessimist) yet our prepping gives us hope that our families will survive (optimist). This dual outlook may seem to be incompatible, and a threat to one’s mental stability, but it works for me!
It’s become a bit of a charade when I’m around non-Preppers. You know the ones I’m talking about ……. the sheeple and drones that don’t, or won’t, open their eyes. They’re the folks that don’t seem to care much about all of the forces at work intent on destroying their normal lives? I think most of them believe that if they don’t acknowledge the problems they are not real and will go away.
I don’t know about you, but I’ve developed an alternate persona to present to them. I call it the “party” personality. I float along in the crowd listening to the superficial conversations as I smile ………. nodding my head to their banal comments with a mildly vacant look in my eyes. I’ve noticed that when my wife drags me to some social function full of “regular” folks I have less and less in common with them …………… Sound familiar? Once in a while I will get questions from someone that’s picked up a thread of my prepping predilection.
Sometimes the way their questions are posed will tell me the questioner is beyond casually curious. There’s a sense of concern in their voice that tells me they’ve reached a turning point in their situational awareness. They’ve become anxious about the future and their own survival.
I never jump right in with detailed answers about my prepping, what I’m doing, or what I think. In other words, I maintain a bit of OPSEC. In turn, I gently ask them questions to learn more about their concerns, fears, beliefs, etc. I want to get them talking. Their answers to my questions will help me evaluate the person with an eye towards gaining a better understanding for their positions. If they are just probing to see how crazy I am I don’t give them anything to chew on (those that know me understand me ………. and those that don’t ………. won’t!).
But, if they appear to be serious and concerned about the same things I am, I’ll give them a bit of broad general info on my beliefs while watching their reaction. I let them know that if they are serious then we can discuss it more some other time and place. This leaves the ball in their court as to whether or not they get back to me. Some do ………… but most don’t!
I’ve yet to hear a decent argument against prepping. Some folks say that their money, tied up in a portfolio or retirement account, is all the prepping they need ……. that they’ll be able to get “survival supplies quickly if the need arises”. What? I even had one guy tell me that a collapse would never “be allowed to occur”……… Really!
Of course these will be the first folks that cry for help the loudest when their electronic wealth disappears and the store shelves are empty. It seems to me that the younger folks are too busy building their lives to add prepping to their lifestyle. Many older folks have their children, grandchildren and/or health issues to focus on.
Too many people think that Prepping is yet one more demand on their resources. Just when I begin to think that I am part of a relatively small group of Preppers, the clouds part and I am pleasantly surprised. The Prepper community is quickly growing as more and more folks see the writing on the wall!
I have visited a lot of local businesses while looking for some component to build a project, have a piece of metal cut, or sometimes just to get some info from an expert. It is amazing how many times these encounters have turned into a serious discussion about prepping after I have been told that they too are Preppers.
We then end up having a mutually beneficial discussion! Around this neck of the woods there appear to be a lot of us in the shadows getting ready for an uncertain future. Makes me feel good to know this!
So, what if the “tomorrow” we’re all prepping for never comes? Will we all be ridiculed in absentia by our heirs as they wade through our amassed stores of prepping goodies? Maybe ……. But it doesn’t matter to me one way or the other; I will have gone to that great garage sale in the sky knowing that, like everything else in my life, I was prepared!
