The Prepper Documents Package
by Kevin Wixson
So, you’re a prepper/survivalist/homesteader enjoying a self-reliant lifestyle. You have begun stocking and storing your own supplies. You have bug out bags for everyone in the family. You even have an exit strategy in place should SHTF and you need to evacuate your residence and head for the hills. You believe you have put together an excellent battle plan, but have you taken the time to assemble the prepper documents package? Do you even know what the prepper documents package is or what it should contain?
The prepper documents package is an important part of any survival strategy. The majority of us have several important documents that we need to keep safe and secure regardless of what the circumstances are. We usually keep the original forms of our documents nicely stored in a file cabinet or some other form of storage receptacle. If/when disaster strikes we may find ourselves needing to bring the prepper documents package along with us. The documents stored in this package do not necessarily have to be the originals but they should be certified copies. Here are some of the things that should be included in the prepper documents package.
 “Contacts–One of the easiest things you should include in your documentation package is your contacts list from your phone. You should include the names, physical and email addresses and contact numbers for everyone in your phone. Additionally, it is a good idea to have the contact information for businesses you frequent, bars and nightclubs, cab services, medical services, financial/insurance institutions, non-emergency fire/police numbers and your preferred hotels both nearby and en route to your bug-out location.”
Your contacts list is vital to the prepper documents package. In fact this list of contacts could come in handy for non-disaster related situations. In the modern era many of us have a cell phone that stores all of our contact information. If you have ever broken or lost a cell phone, then you realize how difficult it is to try and remember important phone numbers, email addresses or what have you.
 “Insurance / Financial Information–This is a no-brainer. If you’re like most people, you probably have numerous bank account numbers, credit or debit card numbers or other sensitive financial information that you may not have committed to memory, or may not be able to remember in a disaster scenario. Insurance information is also vital. In most weather-related disasters, insurance representatives are slammed with claims in a very short period of time. Being one of the first to file your claim will help get you to the top of that list. Copies of your insurance plans, photos, account numbers and immediate contact info should always be included in your package.”
The prepper documents package should include insurance information for everything you have insured; home, auto, life and/or disaster related insurance. Without this important documentation you may find yourself at the end of a very long list of claimants.
 “Vital Documents–In a disaster scenario, physical copies of vital documentation may be unavailable or destroyed. In some recent disasters, even proving who you were proved nearly impossible without proper documentation. Copying or scanning a copy of your driver’s license, medical insurance cards, membership cards, birth records, social security cards and automobile registration could be the difference between getting help now or waiting several days trying to prove your identity.”
Copies of these important personal identification papers should always be included in the prepper documents package. In disaster situations, emergency management agencies require proper identification before many of their services are offered to those suffering the situation. Make sure you have them for everyone in the family.
 “Photos–Instead of taking time to grab all the pictures off the wall, drag out three or four shoeboxes of photos, back up your pictures on a flash drive or cloud based backup system ahead of time. You’ll save all the images, they’ll take up no room in your pack or bug-out vehicle and when things return to normal, you’ll either still have your photos, or you can easily print new copies from your backup.”
By storing copies of your treasured and favorite family photos you will have completed the prepper documents package. Although storing your photos on a flash drive is an excellent space saving option for including them, depending on the SHTF circumstances you may not be able to access them immediately, but you will always have the potential for reproducing them at some point in the future.

