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As the years go by, I find myself looking for more ways to make dollars stretch as far as possible. Even though my kids are all grown and have moved away, I still end up making things I need around the house. What used to be fun craft/gift projects for the kids has turned into a way of life. I owe this to my mother and grandmother. They were the ones who I saw whip up something out of nothing to spruce up the house or my or my sisters’ wardrobes. I’ve collected many ideas from these marvelous ladies, as well as come up with some new ways in which sewing to save money has helped me.
Kitchen Overhaul
I recently found some hand towels that I truly felt would compliment my kitchen. I have a toaster, coffee pot, and a mixer that all have places on the counter and need new covers. Instead of trying to find covers that match or even coordinate with these lovely towels, I purchased some extra ones to make my own covers. I remember watching my grandmother sew new covers for her appliances out of matching towels she had and this has always stuck with me.
Curtains from Sheets
My very first new set of bed sheets were covered with striped cats wearing red sneakers. The purchase of a top and bottom sheet, as well as a single pillow case, was barely affordable at the time. My mother wanted me to have new curtains too, but they were quite a bit more expensive. She splurged and bought a queen-sized flat sheet to match the set and cut it in half to make a simple pair of curtains for my room. Talking about sewing to save money! I remember being amazed by the fact that she could do such a thing and have continued to make curtains in the same manner over the years. There are so many varieties of curtains available at thrift stores and tons look great when mixed and matched together.
Towels into Something Useful
Over the years, I’ve seen bath towels cut and sewn into robes, small hand towels folded in half and seemed along two sides to create hand mitts for washing, and even sewn together and stuffed for a cat bed. Fancy napkins have never been a thing in my family. We’ve found the small hand towels with fringe to be perfect napkins and they hold up much better through multiple washings. Cute summer dresses and aprons can also be made from bath towels. They are much more absorbent during hot weather and they also cost a lot less to make.
Make a cute ruffled apron from a handkerchief or towel in just 20 minutes using our tutorial!
So Much to Make and So Little Time!
The list of things to make out of items lying around the house is endless. Old denim pant legs can be sewn into trivets by simply cutting a long strip out of one pant leg, folding it to the size you want, and sewing around all four edges. Get ready for winter by making scarves out of hand or dish towels. They are the perfect width and generally come in very cheery patterns. These are just a couple of additional ideas on how sewing to save money can be a part of your life, but I know there are tons more out there!
Additional Resources:
· Homemade Kimono for Kids 
· Cute Towel for the Oven Door 
· Beach Towel Dress 
