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A few years back, I wrote about Prepping as a form of activism.  In one of the comments, a reader coined the term Prepper-Activist, or Practivist for short.  He went on to say that it does not matter what we are called, as long as we prepare the best we can for whatever the future may bring our way.
Another reader said that a hundred years ago most people did, as a matter of course, what preppers do today. People who didn’t were called slackers. Now that irresponsibility is the norm and what used to be normal is called activism.  I could not agree more.  Activism does not have to manifest itself in marching, carrying signs, and making a lot of noise.  It can be a quiet, individual thing that we do to affect change in our personal lives.
So why this, and why now?  I have been reading through hundreds of comments that have come in during the last week and am more convinced than ever that the boogeyman is out there waiting to pounce.
I am being a bit redundant in repeating what has been written before so let me summarize for you the six qualities of an activist, and by extension, a “Practivist”.
Six Qualities That Define the Prepper Activist
1.  Commitment:  The Activist gets things done.  He does not merely dream, he acts.  Tenacity and perseverance are a way of life.
2.  Education and Knowledge:  The Activist is always learning a new skill.  He makes an outward effort to stay informed of issues that may threaten survival and the world and society at large.
3.  Positive Attitude:  Activists are upbeat and enthusiastic about their mission.  Naysayers do not discourage their efforts one iota.  To the contrary, that makes the activist work even harder to accomplish his goals.
4.  Communication:  An Activist will speak up when sneaky corporations and corrupt or ineffective politicians try to control his destiny.  Even when his voice is lost in the wilderness of corruption, it is still a voice that will never give up.
5.  Problem Solving:  An Activist may not know it all, but he will figure it out for better or for worse.  Complacency or inaction because “you don’t know how” does not exist in the activist’s life.
6.  Passion:  An Activist is charged with the fire and passion to make things happen.
If these qualities sound familiar, you are both a Prepper and an Activist.  In your own way, you are setting a course to change the world.  You may not think so, but in my view, that is exactly what you are doing one day at a time, one bean at a time, and one skill at a time.
With so many newbies coming to this site of late, I want to pass on a bit of encouragement.  There will be some days when you feel as though you are all alone in your quest, fighting a battle that can not be seen or heard.  The battle is one of preparedness and is one that will serve you well if only to give you the ability sleep at night secure in the knowledge you can take care of yourself.
You are not a crazy nut job nor are you a chest-thumping radical striking out to be different.  Mostly you are a silent soldier on a quest of self-sufficiently.  Congratulations.  You have arrived.
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