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Shotshell Case
In a pinch, two empty shotshells (one 12-gauge and one 20-gauge) will fit snugly together to make a case for matches or other small items.

Keep Your Ammo Safe
Don’t be tempted to spray penetrating lubricants such as WD-40 on or near your ammunition. Such products can dissolve waterproofing sealers around the primer and bullet-case mouth and contaminate both the primer and the gunpowder inside the cartridge. 
At best, you might have a failure to fire (a dud); at worst, a dangerous hang-fire.

Trail Threads
Here’s a simple, inexpensive way to nail down a good location for your deer stand. Look for deer trails in the area you plan to hunt, and tie a piece of light-colored sewing thread waist-high (or lower) between two trees on either side of a trail. Do likewise at other trail spots. If you return and find a thread broken, you’ll know deer are still using that trail, and you can place your stand nearby.

Lemon Float
Lemon-shaped juice containers make great floats for the big baits used when fishing for stripers or catfish. Loosen the cap, wrap your line around the screw threads, then tighten the cap. The bright yellow really stands out on the water.

Hot-Water Heater
To keep hot water handy for use around camp:
*Fill several zip-seal plastic bags with water and place them inside a black plastic garbage bag. 
*Lay the bag in direct sunlight on smooth ground. Make sure there are no sharp sticks or stones beneath the bags that could puncture them. 
*In just a few hours, the water in the zip-seal bags will be hot. 
*Carefully remove a bag from the garbage sack (you might need gloves to hold it), unzip one corner and pour the hot water where you need it.

All Yolking Aside…
To keep eggs fresh in camp, dip them in boiling water for exactly 5 seconds, and then let them cool. This creates a film inside the shell, which makes the eggs airtight. 
Treated this way, they should keep for weeks without refrigeration.

Nail a Wacky Worm
The wacky worm (a straight-tail plastic worm hooked through the middle) catches lots of bass. 
In some situations, it might catch even more if you 
insert a small nail straight into the worm’s nose. This makes the lure stand straight up with its tail wagging, a special action sure to attract nearby bucketmouths.

The Magic Of GPS
Now there are numerous GPS programs you can download free from the Internet to create custom topo maps, show your family in real-time where you are and much more. 
For information, visit maps-gps-info.com, where you’ll find all sorts of in-depth info on GPS technology.

Magic Candles
Remember those trick candles someone put on your birthday cake—the ones that stayed lit no matter how hard you blew on them? Because they won’t blow out, these candles make great additions to your fire-starting kit. 
Light one with a match or lighter, keep it sheltered in the cup of your hand and use it to ignite your tinder, even when it’s windy or a bit rainy outside. 
Liberally wet your fingertips to extinguish the candle and save it for another use. You’ll find the candles in the bakery departments of many discount and grocery stores.

Best Online Deals
Want great buys on a variety of gear for hunting, fishing and other outdoor activities? 
Visit sierratradingpost.com, camofire.com or sportsmansguide.com. 
Be sure to check the clearance sections on major sites like cabelas.com and basspro.com.

Three Fires for Extra Warmth
In a survival situation, or when you or others are dangerously wet and cold, build three small fires and position yourselves in the middle. This allows you to share the heat and stay warm front and back better than with a single large fire. Also, three fires in a triangle is a distress signal.
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