How We Homestead on One Income
by Jill Winger

First off, I think I need to clarify a few things right off the bat…
I struggled a bit in titling this post, because it makes it sound like homesteading has to be an expensive endeavor, and that’s not true at all.
As I’ve stated in my Your Custom Homestead eBook, as well as all over this blog, you DO NOT have to move to the country or shell out the big bucks in order to ‘homestead.’
It can totally be done where you are RIGHT NOW- an apartment, in the suburbs, or on a couple acres of land.
However.
If you’ve read my About page, then you know our personal homestead/farm consists of 67 acres, cattle, horses, various smaller animals, multiple outbuildings, tractors, a one-ton truck, and several trailers.
Land and animals are expensive. Ideally, we would all be able to make our homesteads pay for themselves right away, but it doesn’t always work like that.
I’ve had several readers send me emails expressing a slight bit of skepticism as to how we, a young couple, have been able to afford our lifestyle. I think some folks wonder if we are independently wealthy or if we inherited our land.
So for those of you who are wondering how we homestead on one income, I’m going to spill the beans today.
You see, we really do live on just my husband’s income. (I quit my last “real” job in 2009 when I become pregnant with Prairie Girl.)
We aren’t trust fund babies…
We don’t have rich relatives and haven’t inherited a single cent from anyone…
We don’t play the lottery…
And we’ve never borrowed money from our parents…
The big secret is…
Actually not really a secret at all. There are lots of different little factors that enable us to do what we do.
1. We stay out of debt.
We were very fortunate to come across Dave Ramsey’s Total Money Makeover book (affiliate link) right after we were engaged. We entered our marriage with ZERO debt and a plan to keep it that way. We committed right from the beginning of our relationship to be different than the average American and do everything we could to live beneath our means.
For our first year and a half of marriage, we rented a single-wide trailer, out in the middle of nowhere, with dirt-cheap rent. This enabled us to squirrel away a healthy chunk of savings. We knew that we would take out a loan for our first home, but set our price range far, far below what the bank was willing to loan us.
So yes, we do have a mortgage payment on our homestead– but it’s less than what some folks pay for rent in the neighboring town– and it’s the only bit of debt we have. Plus, we’ve been able to refinance and get an awesome interest rate, so our plan is to pay off the loan in 15 years (or sooner), instead of 30.
2. We buy things used.
This goes along with the whole idea of staying debt-free. We are strict about only paying cash for our vehicles, tractors, or trailers.
Borrowing the neighbor’s equipment to hay our pasture. We’ve since purchase an old tractor of our own.
Although that might sound glamorous at first, it means we have a lot of older equipment. Functional? Yes. Shiny and fancy? No. We do end up spending time tinkering on the stuff that breaks down or needs maintenance.
I’ll be honest, sometimes I feel a little dorky driving my old sedan… But then I remember that I don’t have a monthly payment on it, and that makes it all worthwhile.
The concept of buying things second-hand goes beyond just vehicles– I am a yard sale fanatic and purchase a large number of our clothes, household items, and kitchen stuff that way. People are shocked when I tell them that most of my home decor is repurposed yard sale finds. If you are creative, yard sale stuff doesn’t have to be tacky.
3. We are Obsessive DIY-ers.
I was fortunate to marry a very handy man. Not only is my hubby a Master Electrician by trade, he can weld, mechanic, woodwork, fence, and he’s knowledgeable with general construction stuff. These skills have proven invaluable in allowing us to build and maintain our homestead on a budget.
When at all possible, we don’t hire others to do work that we are capable of… Even if it means some long, sweaty days.
Of course, there is no shame in hiring a professional when the task requires it (when our sewer line backed up last weekend, I wanted to kiss the repairman that unplugged it…), but we’ve saved a lot of cash by doing all of our own fencing, painting, landscaping, and remodeling.
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One of our less-than-glamorous DIY projects… We’ve since re-roofed and re-painted the whole thing.
But, there has still been a lot of skills we’ve had to learn along the way…
Since starting our homesteading journey, we’ve learned how to raise and kid goats, milk dairy animals, butcher a steer, garden, pressure can, make cheese, bake bread, and a whole lot more…
Neither one of us was raised on a farm, and we had no prior experience with any of those skills. So if we can learn all these crazy homestead skills, so can you!
4. We Barter
Whenever we can, we like to barter for goods and services. This can really help to take the strain off of the budget. This year I traded some of our home raised grass-fed beef for a big box of cucumbers from my friend. We’ve also been blessed to trade some of hubby’s electrician skills for hay, and I swapped some goats for a Jersey bull calf this spring.
Of course, bartering greatly depends on your location and needs, but look for opportunities whenever possible.

How We Homestead on One Income (Part Two)
MENU
I was completely excited to publish last week’s post where I introduced you guys to our frugal homesteading lifestyle.
I always enjoy giving my readers a peek into our life, plus I was hoping to be an encouragement to some of those who want to homestead, but aren’t quite sure how to get there with their current budget.
Little did I know that I would be the one who would be encouraged! As the comments poured in, I was humbled to read all of YOUR stories. So many of you are already debt-free or working like crazy to get there. Even though choosing to live a lifestyle that is different that the “standard American” way of life is a challenge at times, you guys are doing it with style.
Today, I’ll share the rest of our “secrets” (that aren’t really a secret).
5. We are creative with smaller income streams
When I started this blog, I never guessed that it would grow into what is has today. (A big THANK YOU to my readers who make that possible!)
But that’s not the only way we bring in extra cash. I am also a ruthless de-clutterer and have listed many items to our local sale papers and craigslist.org. The extra money that comes from selling our unwanted clutter is useful for sticking in the savings account for a rainy day.
When time allows, we try to pick up various odd jobs when possible. Again, not a huge money maker, but an extra hundred bucks here or there always helps.
6. We cook from scratch and grow as much food as possible.
Eating healthy and eating frugally at the same time can seem contradict each other sometimes…
Back in the day, I was all about getting the cheapest food I could possibly buy… I didn’t read ingredient labels– all I cared about was the price tag.
As I’ve done more research and become more educated, eating like that is no longer an option for us. However, neither is buying all the expensive “organic” food from the health food store.
Paying a little more for quality, wholesome foods IS worth it. You just have to be creative about it.
Home food production is a huge part of homesteading for us and that greatly reduces our food costs. I haven’t bought milk, eggs, or beef from the store in nearly two years. Does it still cost money to produce those food items on the homestead? Definitely. But, my home-butchered, grass-fed beef is far more affordable for us than the $6/lb packages of organic hamburger that my grocery store sells.
As far as the rest of our food items, I try to make as much as I possibly can from scratch. Making the majority of our bread products and pantry staples (tortillas, pie crusts, pizza dough, broth, breadcrumbs, etc) saves a lot of cash, which leaves me more wiggle room in the food budget to buy items that we can’t grow or make ourselves (nuts or dry beans, for example).
It’s a balancing act, but I truly believe that a person can eat a whole foods diet without going broke. It just takes a little more work and forethought.
7. We forego many luxuries
Living this lifestyle on one income doesn’t come without sacrifices.
We don’t eat out at resturants very often. We rarely go to the movie theater. We don’t take expensive vacations. We haven’t had cable in four years (although we love our Netflix account!). 
My version of a “shopping spree” is spending $20 at garage sales… I definitely don’t go to the mall and spend wads of cash. (I pretty much hate the mall anyway, so it works out well.)
There are things that we want that often get pushed aside for our needs. It’s a trade-off– but is it worth it? We think so.
8. We bought cheap land
The part of Wyoming where we live is known for it’s harsh weather…. The wind blows relentlessly for most of the year. Our winters can be downright brutal. But if you can tolerate that, land is fairly affordable when compared to other areas of the country.
There aren’t a lot of trees, and water is scarce. If you are picturing our 67-acres as a lush oasis filled with elegant trees and a meandering stream, you are sorely mistaken. It’s prairie. Grassland. Flat as a pancake.
Although I have found a certain beauty to the prairie and love living here, it’s not for everyone.
Our homestead is also 45 minutes from the nearest town. That distance suits us just fine, but some folks think that living that far out would be fate worse than death… It seems that everyone wants a little piece of the country, but they don’t want to be more than 10 minutes from downtown. If you are looking for more affordable land, you might have to sacrifice the convenience of being 5 minutes away from the store.
Although hubby drives to work everyday (sometimes he is able to carpool), I try to only run errands once or twice per month. We can’t order pizza or run to the store if we need an ingredient for supper, but we’ve learned to adapt to that.
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