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If you’re planning a camping trip and you hate it because you think you’ll miss your hot baths you love so much, there is an alternative besides a camp shower or bathing in a cold stream or lake. I have a pretty easy solution for you. A rubber raft! (Scroll down for image of completed project!)
That’s what you need to make yourself an inflatable bath tub that works like you wouldn’t believe. However, there are a few tips you need to follow to make sure you don’t rupture your raft with hot water or any protruding elements that might be on the ground. Follow my easy step by step instructions and you’ll be the happiest, cleanest camper ever!
What you need to bring with you camping to have a hot bath:
A rubber raft – it only needs to be big enough for two people with no seats in it.
A large cooking pot – with lid to heat water. A home canning pot works great.
A metal grill for your campfire – you can use a camp stove, but it take longer and wastes propane.
A tent – the tent is optional and you need a small family tent, but I’ll tell you why you’ll want it further down.
Step 1 – Set up a small tent or use your sleeping tent. A separate small tent is better because the raft will have your water in it and it makes a great bathing hut to use the entire time your camping.
Step 2 – Take the raft into the tent and blow it up.
Step 3 – Fill the raft about ¼ full of COLD water.
Step 4 – Fill your big cooking pot with water and put it on the fire to heat. Using a lid will heat it faster.
Step 5 – Once your first pot of water is hot, not boiling, carefully pour it into the raft into the cold water and mix it around. Now, if you want more water in your bath, you will have to heat another pot. You will need to zip up your tent completely while you heat a 2nd pot and it will help keep the water warm and turn your tent into a nice sauna while you wait.
Step 6 – Empty the 2nd pot of water into the raft. Mix it around and the temperature should be pretty close to perfect.

Tips:
Have your bathing supplies in the tent by the time your water is ready.
Keeping the tent zipped up will also allow you to enjoy privacy as well as keep the mosquitoes away while you bathe.
Once you are done bathing, just use your big pot to empty the water out until you get enough removed so you can tip the raft over outside the door.
This might seem like a lot of work for some people, but believe me if you camp for more than a day or two and you love a hot bath in a tub, it will be totally enjoyable. Besides, it’s something interesting to do after you have been out camping all day. By the way, I used water from the river for my bath, but if you happen to have a faucet nearby it is a little easier!
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