Have You Thought Of?

By “The Coach” 
How well have you thought out what to bring/pack with your gear should you have to evacuate or bug out of your residence in an emergency or imminent major disaster?

Sure you have a well thought out Bug Out bag or similar named bag that you can grab and go in an emergency/disaster. You may even keep a well-stocked bag in your vehicle at all times. These bags should have EVERYTHING that you may need to survive for a minimum of two weeks. But you already know this and if you are like me, having gone over that bag many times rethinking what you have packed and what you may need to pack in the bag.

But have you really thought of everything that is important?
One night a couple of years back, my wife observed me going over our bug out bags. I asked her to join me and give me her opinion as to what I may have forgotten or she may think we needed to add. So she sat there with me. After I completed going through our bug out bags I asked my wife, whom I will call Maria, (not her real name) if she could think of anything that I have forgotten or anything that may be important to her to take with us.

Maria thought about it for a second and said, if we had to evacuate for a major disaster or a major emergency and the possibility existed that our house may be destroyed or we might not be able to return home, the one thing that I would want is all of our pictures; our high school pictures, wedding pictures, pictures of our children as they grew up, vacation pictures, pictures of our relatives, etc. She said, if the house and all of our pictures were destroyed, we would never be able to replace them. They are all of our memories of years gone by.

Maria was right. I told Maria that I would work on it and see what I could come up with.

We have a lot of pictures both hanging on the walls of our home, in photo albums and in boxes in the attic. It would be impossible to pack all of the photographs and still have room for any need equipment and food if we had to Bug Out. The time to gather all of them would be prohibitive should we have to leave in a hurry.

Then I started to think about how to organize all of our photographs and then I thought about all of our important documents. Documents like our wills, house title, house and vehicle insurance policies, life insurance policies, deeds to our other properties we own, bills of sales, firearms records and the list seemed to be endless.

I then looked around our home and thought, how would I prove to our insurance agent what we owned if it was all destroyed.

As fate would have it, one day my eldest grandson, Mathew who is 13 years old, happened to be at our house and asked what I was doing? I explained my dilemma to him. Mathew said why don’t you digitize everything and put it on a memory stick (thumb drive). Memory sticks take up almost no room; they are light weight and can hold a lot of information.

That was the answer I was looking for. I went with my grandson to Wally World and purchased a computer printer/copier/scanner. Along with the printer, I purchased one (1), 64 Gigabyte thumb drive.

I returned home and installed the computer printer/copier/scanner. I took one of our photographs from the wall where it was hanging, placed it on the copier/printer/scanner, plugged in the thumb drive and copied the photo to the thumb drive. I took the thumb drive from the printer/copier/scanner and checked the image that I had just stored on it. The image appeared to be perfect.

I took the thumb drive over to Wally World and had a photograph printed off of the stored image. Fifteen minutes later I had an exact copy of the photograph hanging on the wall of our home.

I went back home and showed Maria the photo I just had reproduced and explained the process. Maria was satisfied with the results.

Now the work started, I digitized every photograph that we had that would fit onto the printer/copier/scanner. Then I digitized all of the fore mentioned documents.

I then took my digital camera and took photographs of every wall and closet in our home to document our belongings. Then I composed a Word document that listed all of the items in our home, of value, TVs, etc. their full descriptions and serial numbers.

Everything fit on the thumb drive.

I keep the thumb drive in a small zip lock bag, in my wife’s bug out bag.

Now if we evacuate/bug out, when my wife grabs her Bug Out bag the thumb drive is in it and she has all of the pictures and important documents that we need and want.

It is a simple process to update the thumb drives when we take new photographs, purchase new items or receive renewed insurance policies.

Yes, it takes a little time to accomplish the above task but the benefits outweigh the time.

This makes a great project for the winter months when you are getting cabin fever.

