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One of the first things many people think about, and even plan, is what they’re going to do when TSHTF. A majority of people believe they need to “get out of Dodge” however something they overlook is what they’ll do if the route they’ve chosen is closed, or jammed with thousands of other people with the same goal in mind.
What we’ve done is pick at least two alternative routes to our bug-out spot, aka “home away from home”. We’ve driven one of the routes and have put together a binder with road maps in addition to photographs we took along the way. We plan to do the same for our second alternate route, which we are familiar with but haven’t put together a binder.
The second route is, in my estimation too visible from the main highway and would not be my first choice, but it is an alternative. As our alternate routes cover some pretty desolate country, the pictures we have in the binder are of some of the intersections or “forks” in the road that could send you off in the wrong direction.
There are times when these intersections tend to look alike or not familiar at all. This is when the term “A picture is worth a thousand words” rings true. We chose to put this binder together in case TSHTF sooner than we expected. In time, if it doesn’t hit the fan, we’ll have practiced taking these routes enough times that the binders shouldn’t be necessary. Anyway, we have them.
Some people tend to rely on GPS’s for even the simplest trips. Something to remember is that when TSHTF, electronics may not be functional. Depending on the extent of the electrical meltdown, even the vehicle you’ve chosen may not be functional, especially in a vehicle with electronic modules. I know, they seem wonderful right now, but we have an older vehicle that shouldn’t be affected, or at least minimally affected. I’d love to think I could utilize my nice, fairly new one ton truck, but that’s part of the problem. It’s fairly new and loaded with electronics. Our old ’79 CJ-7 doesn’t have that problem and it will still pull a utility trailer loaded with lots of essentials.
We’re pretty sure the main route out of town will either be controlled, jammed or otherwise useless, and even though we’re only about twenty minutes to half an hour away from our bug-out spot, I know the back road trip will take at least an hour. This is something to keep in mind when choosing an alternate route. Depending on how long we’ll spend on the road, and what kind of obstacles we may encounter, the essentials we’ll be travelling with have to include means of protection. You have to realize that you probably won’t be the only ones on that “back road”. In a perfect world, like-minded people should just be interested in getting out of town. The problem that arises is that it’s not especially a “perfect world”, and desperate times can demand desperate measures.
Given the fact that during riots and other desperate times some people tend to take advantage of others, one of the things to keep in mind is self-preservation and protection of you and your family. I feel sorry for the folks that think everyone along the way will be all friendly and helpful. Under normal circumstances this may be true, but then what we’re discussing is not necessarily “normal”. We are pretty well prepared for any confrontations. I won’t go into exactly what weapons we have, but suffice to say, we have a pretty good little traveling armory. Water is definitely on the list as is ammo. Enough food for a couple of days and sleeping bags would be on the list as well.
Our bug-out place is very well equipped, so only the necessities have to go with us in an emergency situation. We also have our bug-out bags in case the worst case scenario happens, which is to have to hoof it. Not necessarily preferred, and much more time consuming. 
A good idea would be to have a safe stash place for the armament or prepping goods you couldn’t initially take with you. That’s a little tougher project, as looters are pretty resourceful and persistent when it comes to ferreting out your hiding places. Especially if they know you have more weapons or food than you could carry. Of course, we’re hoping to be mobile, but you have to be ready for either scenario. It may sound risky, and possibly even out of the question to go back into town to retrieve your “stash”, so what you consider the least valuable or necessary should be what you leave behind. After all, surviving is more important and going back into the mouth of the dragon may not be worth it.
Keep in mind this is only one possible scenario out of several that could bring about TEOTWAWKI. I’m working on bug-out alternatives for other possible crisis. Nuclear attacks, foreign invasions, volcanoes, earthquakes, biological attacks are only some of the nasty things that could bring about our impending demise. Some scenarios are almost hopeless, others are very manageable. A lot has to do with your frame of mind. Always believe that you’re going to survive, no matter what.

