After the Collapse - Finding the Lost

In the very likely event that society does actually collapse the chances are it’s not gonna be neat.  As in… it might not happen with all your assets in order.  Figures, it never does.  In this instance “assets “might mean loved ones.  Your loved ones might be abroad, in town, or stuck in the pandemonium of a big city mired in an ongoing crisis.

You’ve spec’d out your compound and your food, water, and shelter are in order along with a good preparedness and defensive plan.  But what about those beyond the perimeter.  Here’re a couple of tips to find the missing, kids, loved ones, elderly relatives who need help, and get them back to your safe zone.

First Off:
Don’t do anything.  At first.  They know where you’re at.  Give them an opportunity to extricate themselves from the situation they’re in.  It’s important to maintain the safe zone you’ve set up.  Leaving it in the critical first few days of a disaster opens you up to losing it, or getting into a situation yourself. So, for the moment sit tight and try to use every available means i.e. social media, cell service, those who might be able to get a message to your loved one, and email to get in touch with that person and find out what their situation is and remind them about the plan you’ve discussed in advance. (Right?  You have a plan?  Your tribe knows the details?)

Next…
Time passes and they don’t arrive.

It’s time to go get’em or ascertain what happened to them.  This is a big choice. It’s probably not safe, and its not the best decision.  More people from the cities are going to be moving out into the hinterlands with the idea that food is just lying on the ground out there and its safer.  When they figure out that’s not the case they’ll begin to act up with an eye towards those who took the time to prepare.

But, you decide to head into town, or the big city, and find your loved one.

1. Have a plan.  This plan will be an analysis of that persons lifestyle, contacts and what you estimate they might do in an emergency.  It will also take into account the current situation regarding routes leading into the search area and the search area itself.  Don’t leave your safe zone without leaving instructions about your next move, where you’ve gone, and when you’ll return.

2. Search like a Native.  The first tip is to blend in.  If you’re heading into a FEMA camp situation on the outskirts of a city that got hit by a dirty nuke, don’t look well fed, well armed and gear’d out. Look like a desperate survivor who will do just about anything to stay alive.  Law enforcement is probably martial or non-existent, so you don’t want to present an easy target to the gangs that will invariably develop in this type of situation.  Plus you don’t want them to do a little detective work and follow you back to your safe zone.  So search quietly.

3. Search Smart and keep it Personal. Search the last known position of your target.  Gather info at the location.  Identify messages, items missing, medications needed.  Check answering machines and calendars.  Know what they were doing on the day everything went sideways.  Don’t start anywhere else.  Start from the known and work toward the unknown.  Most people have a home, a job and some friends.  Eliminate all these scenarios for contact before entering the public sphere.

4. Finally, if your search, or a lack of leads, draws you to the FEMA camps and the database (Either paperwork or a fence with “Have you seen me” pictures) that may occur, spend a day or two observing from abroad.  Find out what the situation is.  Are they allowing people to come and go? Is it safe?  Can you visually spot your target? Any questions that will help you to make the judgement call on whether to take your search in this direction.  If you decide to enter these type of camps then see Rule Number One and do accordingly.  Have a story that’s just like everyone else.  Get into the camp and find out what the system is for locating your loved one.  Work and try to improve people’s lot in life.  You’ll catch more flies with honey than Tabasco. And finally, don’t enter the camp without having a way of leaving, whether they want you to or not.  If all else fails…

5. Search the Back Trail.  If you don’t find your target in any of the above situations you’re left with one conclusion. They (the target) went to find you and the Safe Zone.  Knowing what you know now from your time on the ground, follow the most direct route a survivor would take to reach your location.  Look for nightly camps, listen to local rumors and keep moving.  Consider carrying a spray paint can and leaving messages on the sides of buildings alerting your target to your presnece and intentions.  But, do it in code and be vague.  As in, “Sue, We’re at cabin”.  No details.

